
Procedure for Applying for a Drone Exemption in Suriname

1. Legal Basis

According to Article 16 of the Civil Aviation Safety and Security Act (2002), the use of drones is prohibited unless an

exemption is granted by the Minister of Transport, Communication & Tourism (TCT). The Civil Aviation Safety Authority

Suriname (CASAS) enforces this regulation and has additional provisions outlined in:

"Decision Director CASAS No. 1-2019-OPS/AIR/AVSEC (DDC-UAS-No.1-2019)".

2. Determine Type of Use

A. Recreational Use (Hobby)

- Drone under 25 kg

- Maximum height: 120 meters

- Pilot must be at least 16 years old

- Flight must remain within visual line of sight

Prohibited:

- Within 5 km of airports

- At night

- Above crowds of people

B. Professional / Commercial Use

- Requires pilot certification

- Training and registration with CASAS

- Exemption from the Minister of TCT required

3. Required Documents

For Commercial Use:

- Request letter

- Drone specifications

- Color copy of valid ID

- Valid KKF extract (not older than 3 months)

- Valid drone pilot certificate

For Hobby Use:

- Request letter

- Drone specifications

- Color copy of valid ID
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- Extract from the civil registry (not older than 3 months)

4. Submitting the Application

Submit the full application to the Ministry of Transport, Communication & Tourism (TCT) with all required documents.

For flights near government facilities (e.g., Independence Square, airports, ministries), additional justification and explicit

permission are required.

5. Evaluation & Decision

The application is reviewed by the JuZA department of the Civil Aviation Service or the Ministry of TCT. Evaluation

criteria include:

- Safety

- Purpose

- Privacy

- Airspace restrictions (prohibited zones, people gatherings, near aerodromes, night flights, etc.)

The exemption is either granted or denied. If approved, specific restrictions apply (e.g., max. altitude, time of operation,

flight zone).

6. Execution & Compliance

Upon approval, the user must strictly comply with the conditions:

- Visual line of sight

- No flights over crowds

- No night flights

- Safe distance from airports, cargo zones, and government buildings

7. Follow-up at CASAS

After receiving the exemption, both hobbyists and commercial users must report to CASAS for further administrative

processing.

Contact Information

For questions or additional information:

Email: c.cicilson@casdsur.sr


